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A Word from the Executive Director

As we say good bye to 2008 and hello to 2009, let us not forget two individuals who are no longer with us, Senator James J.
Rhoades and Butch Kennedy. Both of these men worked very hard to bring about positive change for individuals with disabilities,
Senator Rhoades from his Senate seat and Butch Kennedy through his work with the ARCIL. They will be missed tremendously.
Thus, we are left to face the challenges of the New Year without them. Hopefully, their spirit will guide us as we continue to strive to
make our community a better place not only for individuals with disabilities and their families but everyone.

On behalf of everyone at Avenues, | would like to wish you a happy and fulfilling New Year. Q@’g %a%

Reminiscences
Fifth Installment...

By: Grace Beveridge

The Greenhouse was dedicated in October, 1987 and | started working “out of boxes” in an office in the Administration building
across the street on 2/1/88. As things progressed,

I moved to my little reception office in the greenhouse. David Donlin, Sally Morgan and

Rita Boris were all in one small office and Sally said | had the other office all to myself!

After being in an inside office at the workshop, where | was for approximately 9 years,

| can now watch the world go by with a view, just so it doesn’t go by very fast! | enjoyed the beautiful grounds of Agricultural
Park, and still do! Sally, Dave and Rita called themselves Jack, Chrissy and Janet from Three’s Company

Merlin Jenkins designed the offices in the greenhouse, which was donated to us. It leaked so bad we had to have the roof
covered several times, and it still leaks! If we could only spread the water around, it would save on our watering with the hose! We
had no money and used anything we could to make money in the greenhouse. | brought in a tent that we used in the sales area
for a while. At that time, the greenhouse was on the left side of the building and the ATF was on the right. The ATF was comprised
of about two large areas and a lunchroom with no division of rooms. Pam Leymeister ran the program, with Pam Adrian as her
assistant. There was a large foyer area inside the front door which | decorated with furniture | found in the attic of the old Children’s
Home and tried to have a pleasant reception area. Over the years, this area was changed, made into several offices and small
program areas and the reception area was lost with this remodeling. They neglected to put heat in the ladies room, so we made
lemons into lemonade. We store the Easter flowers that have to be kept cool in this room, i.e. tulips and hyacinths, etc. So we have
a perfumed bathroom for a few weeks, even though you freeze using it in the Winter!

I've worked in the greenhouse with Sally Morgan, Rita Boris, Bob Cox, Cindy Powanda, Michelle Yarnell, Senior Aide Curt Brower
and his wife, Mary Winterroth Brower as a volunteer. We also tried extended hours and had Sue Manning, Cindy Breiner and others
working part time. We’ve had many program specialists over the years, Dave Donlin, Rich Kovalesky, Marie Challenger., Yvonne
Rasor, Connie Lupatsky, Chris Heller, Julianne Vuksta, Lisa Sanphy and presently, Patty Schultz. I'm sure I'm not remembering all
of them. We've tried many things to market the greenhouse and the business has grown steadily over the years.

News from the Work Skill Training Program

Work Skills has been really busy! As always this past fall season anyone
who visited the program may have noticed all the pictures that now adore the
Work Skills walls. Luckily for us, staff member Tammy Cooper has a passion for
photography and has been kind enough to share her creativity.

In October Work Skills traveled to Friendly’s for a delicious lunch. Friendly’s
staff were kind and attentive to our individuals needs. With a BIG smile, they
invited us to come back.

On Halloween we had a pizza party with some home made goodies made
by the Work Skills dedicated staff. Halloween fun was had by all with some
spooky games that were played by all.

November our group traveled to Pine Grove Theater to see the new Mada-
gascar ll, everyone had a wonderful day out at the movies.

The Vocational Program held a Halloween
Party. Do you recognize the faces behind the
masks? The consumer in the White Mask is
Luis Ayala and the consumer in the Dark Mask
is Seth Swartz.
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WHAT’S LINED UP FOR 2009???

Avenues always has a full schedule of events, and 2009 will be no exception.

On January 17th we will co-host, with the Greater Pottsville Area Winter Carnival, what is being call the Winter Blues Beater.
For $15 you will get admission to a fun filled night at Lessie’s Greenhouse. Music will be provided by Sapphire. Beer, wine, soda
and water will be provided. You are invited to bring snacks and meet the Winter Carnival contestants from 8:00 p.m. till midnight.

The Pottsville Rotary will be hosting Neco Allen Night in March. Avenues is guaranteed to receive 15% of the profit from the
event. The more people who attend, the more money we can receive. The event will be Movie Night. Tables will be sold for $25
per person, a full table being 8 people. The table adopts a movie theme and can dress up and decorate their area to reflect the
movie. Each table will provide their own snacks. Beer, wine and entertainment by Chuck Cahoe will be provided. Start thinking
now of your favorite movie and how you can present it.

And the events everyone looks forward to in April the - Duck Bash and the Duck Race. The Duck Race is the biggest fund
raiser of the year and certificates will remain at $5 each. Fantastic prize baskets will again be offered and a carnival type event will
be held April 26th, the day of the actual race.

In July we will hold our Golf Classic. Thanks to all the duffers and sponsors we are able to offer our Neurology Clinic free of
charge to anyone, and free visits from the Elks Home Service Nurse.

Throughout the year each of our Programs holds events specific to their programs. It is through all our fundraising events that
Avenues is able to continue to providing services to the individuals in our programs. We thank each and every one of you for sup-
porting Avenues.

2009 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE.....Avenues will
be closed the following days:

New Years Day, Thursday 1/1/09
Good Friday, Friday 4/10/09
Memorial Day, Monday 5/25/09
Independence Day, Friday 7/3/09
Labor Day, Monday 9/7/09

Thanksgiving, Thursday 11/26/09 and Friday 11/27/09

Christmas, Friday 12/25/09 and Monday 12/28/09 During the month of October, Jack Gimbi, workshop

employee, went to visit relatives in Washington State. Jack is
pictured (on left) at Mt. Ranier with his brother Fred. One of
the highlights of Jack’s trip was lunch at the famous Revolving
Space Needle Restaurant at the Seattle Center.

There may be other times that a specific program is closed.
The program manager of that program will notify those
affected by the closing.

New Line of Jewelry in Serendipity

JASONS’S JEWELRY

Jason Palevicz was a young individual with Downs Syndrome who attended the Work Skills Training program; he passed away
in November of 2005. Jason had a spirit that touched everyone who knew him. He loved to laugh and make others laugh as well.
Jason was a person with a creative flare and always looked forward to making different art work for his friends and family to enjoy.
One of his projects was a very colorful picture, which was made into paper beads to make necklaces. These necklaces will be sold
in Serendipity made especially by his friends and peers. His art work and creativity will be the start of a new line of jewelry called
JASON’S JEWELERY to be sold exclusively in Serendipity. Just look for Jason’s picture in the store to find this wonderful display of
a crafty celebration of Jason’s life.
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Your Support Enables Avenues to
CELEBRATE the Holidays with a Christmas Collage

Jackie holding Hannah during
First Friends Christmas Party

Eldergarden consumer, Elizabeth,
enjoys getting her photo taken and
receiving a gift from Mr. & Mrs. Santa
Clause during the annual Christmas
Party in Eldergarden!

Pearl checks out the decorations on the
ATF Christmas tree.

On December 16th, Administrative
staff shared a holiday luncheon. They
enjoyed the gift of giving and shared
the excitement while coworker Michael
~ opened his gifts from Santa.

Whether you realize it or not, many of the Avenues Programs’ Fundraising events throughout the year help make the holidays
more festive for the consumers who attend the programs. Each program celebrates with a Holiday party and gifts for every consumer.
Without the efforts of program staff volunteering their time to raise money during the year through things such as Christmas stocking
sales, pizza sales, the Haunted House, craft and yard sales, or candy sales, and the support of customers who patronize these
events, Holiday activities would be minimal. Simple things we take for granted such as a fresh cut tree adorned with lights, a sit
down turkey meal with friends, or even a visit from good old Santa Claus make a difference during the holidays. Although most of us
are blessed with family and friends to share the holidays with, some of our consumer who live alone, who may be elderly or unable
to get to a friend’s house, or who cannot afford the holiday festivities, truly appreciate and enjoy the celebrations that occur at their
day programs. Here at Avenues, no one is too old to sit on Santa’s lap. Young and old alike get the holiday glow and the sparkle of
excitement in their eyes when they open a gift from Santa. We surely do keep him busy with visits to most of our programs such as
the Eldergarden Christmas party on December 7, where every consumer sat with Santa and gratefully accepted a gift, First Friends
spectacular event on December 8 at the Humane Fire Company in Pottsville, the SATF luncheon on December 12th, and the
Habilitation dinner and dance on December 19th. You would think that Santa is on the Avenues staff during the month of December.
Every Program decorates, feasts and celebrates in its own unique way but one thing they all have in common is that they brighten
the lives of all the children and adults who attend Avenues’ programs thanks to the Good Will of others. May this Good Will be with
all of you, consumers, staff, friends and family alike, throughout the New Year.

%«u@% Assistant Executive Director
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Lessie’s Garden and Gift Shop

If nothing changes: Nothing changes

Our annual Fall Festival was a big success this year. We would
like to thank all our patrons and our community/customers for all their
continuous support, not only for our events but for all year round.

Thank You!!!

In February don’t forget your Valentine. We will be featuring

specials. Call for information.

During March start collecting CRAZY cASH thru May and get ready to

Spend in July.

Staff and Employees at Lessie’s wish

(Weather permitting) Hop on the Bunny
Express with the Easter Bunny for a ride and a
story thru the Bunny Trail 10am-3pm

SPCA will be here with a Fluffy rabbit and
a presentation 10am-11am

Please bring a donation.

-———

2 Park Street « Pottsville, Pa. 17901
570-622-7368 « www.avenuesofpa.org

EASTER OPEN HOUSE

April 4, 2009 - 9am till 3pm
Flowers, Food and Fun activities for kids
Egg Hunt for kids 1 thru 9 years - 11am

Bring your camera for pictures with the Easter
Bunny 10 a.m. — 11a.m.

Eldergarden @ Tt et g el Lo e
Happenings at Avenues’ S.A.T.F. ..

The Golden group in Eldergarden made
these cookies and they are very tasty.
It is an easy recipe and the cookies stay
soft because of the pudding.

Easy Pudding Cookies
Makes: about 3-1/2 doz. or 42 servings,
1 cookie each

Ingredients:

1 cup (2 sticks) butter or margarine,

softened

1 cup packed Splenda brown sugar

1 pkg. (3.9 oz.) JELL-O Chocolate Sugar
Free Instant Pudding

2 eggs

2 cups flour

1 tsp. Baking soda

1 pkg. (6 squares) BAKER’S White

Chocolate, chopped (optional)

HEAT oven to 350°F. Beat butter and
sugar in large bowl with mixer until light
and fluffy. Add dry pudding mix; beat until
blended. Add eggs; mix well. Gradually
add flour and baking soda, beating until
well blended after each addition. Stir in
chocolate.

DROP tablespoons of dough, 2 inches
apart, onto baking sheets.

BAKE 10 to 12 min. or until edges are
lightly browned. Cool 1 min. on baking
sheets; remove to wire racks. Cool
completely.

Christmas came early at Avenues’
Schuylkill Adult Training Facility. Starting
back in late October, the consumers and
staff began working diligently on their annual
holiday tradition of assembling candy-filled
Christmas stockings. Many businesses
and organizations throughout Schuylkill
County and beyond rang our phones off the
hook wanting to purchase large numbers
of the stockings. The consumers and staff
enjoyed working together to fill all those
orders. We also sold special treat-filled
stockings for dogs and cats. The proceeds
from the sale of stockings go towards
funding consumer events at the ATF, such
as our annual S.A.T.F. Olympics. Long-time
A.T.F. staff member Rickie Kantner had this
to say, “Without everyone working together
to make our stocking event successful, we
would not be able to do all of the fun things
we do for our consumers throughout the
year.” Consumer Scott M. added, “I like to

John works on Christmas stocking at
the Schuylkill Adult Training Facility

help make and deliver all the stockings.” Stocking orders start pouring in usually
in November and continue right up to Christmas break. This is one of our biggest
fundraisers, and we look forward to it every year. Thank you to everyone who helped

to make our 2008 sale a success!

The end of 2008 was a busy one for us, and we look forward to 2009. From all of
us here at Avenues’ S.A.T.F., we hope you had a happy and safe holiday season and

we wish you a very healthy New Year 2009.

Dan WMochs

S.A.T.F. Direct Care Staff



